Many people use the word "rheumatism" or "arthritis" to describe a broad range of musculoskeletal conditions, and people are perhaps more familiar with what an orthopaedic surgeon does, than what a rheumatologist does, even though there is some overlap in the conditions they treat.
A rheumatologist is a medical specialist who has expertise in diagnosing and treating arthritis and related diseases. They are interested in defining the types of arthritis, initiating and continuing medical treatment, and therefore can help to prevent deterioration in the health of the individual and preserve function. Many rheumatologists also have a special interest in autoimmunity, and would diagnose and manage a range of multi-system autoimmune conditions.
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